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Troops fill 
Capitol in 
time of strife 


WASHINGTON - The U.S. Capi- 
tol glimmered in the morning sun 
Wednesday, just as it has since the 
dome’s completion in 1863, way 
back during an era in which visitors 
were greeted with a rare scene like 
the one they saw here Wednesday. 

Then, at the height of the Civil 
War, and now, U.S. troops surround- 
ed the Capitol to protect it, both 
times from American rebels. 

A week after insurrectionists 
stormed the Capitol in hope that 
wrecking the premises would some- 
how win President Trump a second 
term, the House returned to im- 
peach the president who inspired a 
riot that claimed five lives. 

Lawmakers returned, too, to 
what looked like a state of siege. 

Walking into the Capitol for an 
early morning meeting, Rep. Tom 
Reed saw “50 National Guard mem- 
bers sleeping on the floor — in full 
uniform, with full gear, the whole 
nine yards, snoring.” 

“Never in my lifetime did I imag- 
ine being in the U.S. Capitol with 
National Guard men and women on 
guard, 24-seven,” said Reed, a Corn- 
ing Republican. 

Outside the Capitol in the early 
morning, the scene was just as sur- 


See Zremskion Page A7 


Associated Press 


Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., leads the final vote Wednesday in the House on the impeachment 
of President Trump over his role in inciting a mob of far-right supporters to storm the Capitol last week. 


Urgency for vaccine builds as New York 
continues to post high Covid-19 numbers 


By CAITLIN DEWEY 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Rapid distribution of the Covid-19 
vaccine grew yet more urgent this 
week, as New York state continued to 
battle some of its highest case counts 
of the pandemic and a new, more con- 
tagious B117 variant first detected in 
Britain continued its spread across 
the country. 

For each of the past four days, 


than 1,000 new Covid-19 cases per 
day on a seven-day rolling average, a 
dramatic acceleration from the 650 to 
750 new daily cases reported through- 
out much of the second half of Decem- 
ber. Hospitalizations also remained 
elevated this week, yielding 143 Co- 
vid-19 fatalities in the first two weeks 
of January. 

State and local officials, already 
scrambling to distribute vaccines to 
the estimated 7 million New Yorkers 


have redoubled their efforts in light 
of the worsening statewide situation. 
The number of infections reported 
every day has grown sharply since 
Christmas, with almost 60% more 
new cases on average in the week end- 
ing Monday than in the week ending 
Dec. 21. Separately, the B117 variant 
of the novel coronavirus, which ap- 
pears to spread more easily than the 
more common version, has now been 


Insurrection charge 
over mob attack caps 
a divisive presidency 


By PETER BAKER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Not since the 
dark days of the Civil War and its 
aftermath has Washington seen a 
day quite like Wednesday. 

In a Capitol bristling with 
heavily armed soldiers and new- 
ly installed metal detectors, with 
the physical wreckage of last 
week’s siege cleaned up but the 
emotional and political wreckage 
still on display, the president of 
the United States was impeached 
for trying to topple American de- 
mocracy. 

Somehow, it felt like the preor- 
dained coda of a presidency that 
repeatedly pressed all limits and 
frayed the bonds of the body poli- 
tic. With less than a week to go, 
President Trump’s term is climax- 
ing in a spasm of violence and re- 
crimination at a time when the 
country has fractured deeply and 
lost a sense of itself. Notions of 
truth and reality have been atom- 


See Impeached on Page A6 


Related stories 
about impeachment 


e Warning: FBI advises police 
agencies across the country to 
watch out for more possible 
violence. Page A5 


¢ Under pressure: GOP congress- 
men are being pushed, sometimes 
by donors, to step away from 
President Trump. Page A8 


e Last straw: Vice President 
Pence finally reached his limit 
with President Trump, and it 
wasn’t pretty. Page A8 


Are you eligible? Here's 
how to get a vaccination 


By AARON BESECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


More than 5 million New York- 
ers became eligible to get the Co- 
vid-19 vaccine on Monday and 
Tuesday. 

The vaccine-eligible have been 
able to make appointments to get 
inoculated since Monday. But lim- 
ited vaccine supply means many 
will be waiting for some time. 


system had a rough rollout, and 
many have had questions about 
how to sign up for the vaccine. 

Here’s a step-by-step guide on 
how to do it. 

Step 1: Figure out if you’re 
eligible 

The state offers an online 
screening tool and a telephone hot- 
line to help determine eligibility. 

You will be asked to provide 
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~ -) 62o0r Older 


18 or Younger 
Blind or Disabled 


Special service protections are for you. 
See if your household qualifies. Call 1-800-365-3234 
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